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My НАМЕ IS NEAL сомт SAY "NO" 
HARPER. CLARA ANO то WE, YOU WORM f 
I WERE A HAPPILY 1 DON'T CARE HOW FAR 
MARRIEO COUPLE... IT IS TO THE GROCERS f 
ONGES BUT SINCE > X0ს90/ SNOOKY 

THE ARRIVAL 0F WANTS SOME MILK 
SNOOKY HATE SEEPED - BEFORE I PUT HER 
(NTO THE HOUSEHOLD To 8607 

ANO SLOWLY BEGAN 

ТО CISINTERGRATE 

OUR LOVE. І ЖАЗ 

FRUSTRATED AT 

EVERY MOVE. AT 

EVERY TURN... ANO 

SNOOKY WAS ALWAYS 

ТО ВІ АМЕ! „ТОЧ SEE, 

SNOOKY WAS GLARAS 

PET GAT... 


Ано THAT'S HOW IT WAS! CLARA'S 

LOVE AND AFFECTION WERE NOW — 

CENTERED ON SN00KY... AND I NEAL HAMPER, DON'T YOU DARE GO 
WAS LITERALLY “OUT INTHE NEAR YOUR CHAIR WHILE SNOOKY. 
COLD" (5 SITTING IN IT f 


Т WASN'T THE SOLD, ASSERTIVE TYPE 
WHO WOULD FIGHT BACK. ..PROBABLY 
WOULDN'T HAVE DONE MUCH 6000 
ANYWAY... NOT AGAINST CLARA. 


YOU PUT THAT CREAM RIGHT 
СК WHERE YOU FOUND IT! 

IT’S SNOOKY'S f I 

BOUGHT SKIM MILK 

FOR YOU! 


GAN ТО LOATHE IT? HOW E . ALWAYS THE SAME! ООМТ 00 THISf ООМТ 00 THATS 
WRING ITS NECKS SNOOKY THIS. ЗНООКУ THAT! ANO IT CONTINUALLY 
» к= GREW WORSE UNTIL I HATED THAT CAT SO MUCH, IT 
ДМ SORRY, NEAL! YOULL JUST HAVE | | NEARLY OROVE ME TO FRENZY! 
TO SLEEP ОН THE LIVING-ROOM COUCH FOR 
TONIGHT! SHOOKY WAS SLEEPING THERE 
FIRST, ANO I OON'T WANT TO DISTURB 





НММ-М.. 1 STARTED 
THIS BOOK SOME TIME 
AGO! I THINK TLL 
FINISH IT TONIGHT.. 


YOU BEAST წ PIGKING ON 

POOR LIDOEW SNOOKY ” 

СОМЕ HERE, YOU 
POOR THING. 


мооку? Д | му ирем змооку " POOR, POOR SNOOKY!!™ 
5 14 $нооку, ALL RIGHT NOW? POOR ЖА” SHE'S CAUSED 
SNOOKYS THAT'S au г DARLING, YOU'RE ЗО Í NOTHING BUT TROUBLE 
HEAR AROUND THIS PLAGE 7 FRIGHTENED, AREN'T EVER SINCE SHE САМЕ “ 
YOU AND YOUR BLASTED YOU? POOR, POOR HERE, AND LM GOING TO 
CATY YOU'RE DIVING ME OKY. STOP т OWGE ANO FOR ALL? 





МЕ KILLED HER” GLARA'S DEAD. 
NOT SORRY? 1 HATE 
HERS НЕК AND THAT САТ” 


RICKS OF COURSE” TLL BUILD 


BRICK WALL , AND SEAL HER 0640 


BODY BEHIND T 7 


ФИА CAT? STOP TRYING ТО 
GET BEHIND THIS WALL е CLARA 
CAN'T CODOLE YOU ANYMORE ” 
CLARA S DEAD r 


BUT I'LL HAVE ТО GET АЮ OF HER 
BOOY, , ТАКЕ IT DOWN THE 
CELLAR., MAYBE THROW HER 
IN THE FURNACE, 


НА. THIS [SEASIER THAN 1 THOUGHT f 
І SHOULD SE FINISHEO BY 07/42 


[OURS PASSED, AND 1 CONTINUED WORKING WITH SNODKY TRYING AGAIN AND 
AGAIN TO LEAP OVER THE WALL ТО BE WITH LARA AND I, ALWAYS GNASING 
NER OFF МЕЙ TIME WOULD COME 

WAIT, SNOOKY, WAIT FLL TAKE GARE 
OF YOU IN ALITTLE WHILE 
HEH? HEH? WAT WAIT. 





THERE” IM FINISHEO f 1 FEEL BETTER I SEARCHED THE HOUSE FROM CELLAR TO ATTIC 1 COULDN'T FIND 
NOW TNAT SNES OUT OF THE WAY SNOOKY Г AGAIN I SEARCHED... MORE CAREFULLY THIS TIME, AND STILL 
ЖА! NOW TO FINO SNOOKY COULDN'T FIND HER f SHE WASN'T IN THE HOUSE... 

AND Æ/LL NER 


BLAST /7 ! WHERE /8 THAT САТ 7! 

NOT ІМ TNE NOUSE +, T RANSACKED 

THIS PLACE SEVERAL TIMES 
WAIT? 


THE WALL f... THE WALL WHERE CLARA 1 THAT MUST ВЕ WHAT HAPPENED! 
15 BURIED! SNOOKY WAS TRYING TO 


SNOOKY WANTED ТО ВЕ WITH CLARA 

GET BEHIND (T... MAYBE SHE SNEAKED 4 #4 “HAS NOW THEY'LL ВЕ TO 

OVER THE WALL WHEN 1 WASN'T GETHER. FOREVER 7 ` 
LOOKING... РРР HAHAHA HATHA 


L... L MUST CONTROL 
MYSELF е... NEED REST... 
тч... TLL SLEEP... 2 


бото BED” с 22 
22, 





HAP HAL rou от 
LIKE BEING IN TNERE 
WITH GLARA, 00 YOU, 
SNOOKY? WELL, YOU'LL 
SOON ВЕ QUIET... ANO 
EVERYTHING WILL 


jn THOSE DREAMS f THEY 
COMPLETELY UNNERVED NE f I... 


Т МА NERVOUS WRECK? MAYNE AH 
А DRINK WILL HELP.. wn 4 


>= 
Бъ 
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> 4 
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Вит мооку 2/0V 7 KEEP ОШЕТ! SHE YOWLEO ANO 
®ОВЕАМЕО INTERMINABLY -SHE WOULDN'T DIES 
OAY AFTER OAY, NIGHT AFTER NIGHT, Т HEARO HER 
PIENGING WAILS UNTIL MY NERVES WENE ON TNE 
VERGE OF SPLITT. 
SHUT UP, DO YOU HEAR? 
SHUT UP IN THERE Р 
STOP IT! STOP IT? 





НЕ WOULDN'T STOP” SNOOKY WAS CRYING OUT HER LIVIO HATE FOR МЕ? SHE T COULDN'T STAND !T f FINALLY, I 
DECIDED I WOULD НАМЕ TO KILL HEF 


Vi} | MYSELF. 1 WENT TO THE GELLAR. 


238 
III 


THERE’ ТУЕ KNOGKED OUT 


My нано GROPED ABOUT SEAROHINGLY 
TRYING TO GRASP THE GAT. 


Е BIT МЕ“ THEN IN QUICK SUCCESSION, HER CLAWS RIPPEO 
THROUGH MY FLESH, HER FANGS GNAWEO MY НАМО АМО 
FINGERS! / SCREAMED OVER МУ ARM, THROUGH MY FINGERS WARM, STICKY” 
қ SNOOKY WOULDN'T LET 80" SHE HAO МЕ АМО WAS GOING 











HAVE YOUR 
ARM FREE IN 
A JIFFY? 


SHOOKY .. WASN'T BENING THE 
WALL WASN'T EVEN IN THE 
MOUSE OUT HAVING KITTENS 
‘SNOOKY'S PIENGING SHNIEKS 
THEY WENE ONLY IN MY MINO” 
то T ONLY /WAG/NED THEM! 





OKAY, MISTER’ GRAB THAT PICK, 
JOE? WE'LL HAVE То КНОСК 
DOWH THAT BRICK WALL? 


OFFIGERS | SOMEONE’ HELP МЕ” 
SHOOKY EATING MY ARM TO 2 


PIECES? HELP! PLEASE GET JP 
МЕ FREE! T'LL DIE” «“ C)» 


OKAY, BUD YOU САН 
PULL YOUR ARM FREE 
Now 


HEVER MINO THE САТ, JOEY 
WE HAVE TO TAKE THIS 
OUY DOWN TO HEADQUARTERS f 
THERE'S А CORPSE BEHIND 
THIS WALLE 


HEY, LOOK f THIS OAT 
JUST GAME ІН WITH 
HER NEW LITTER 

OF KITTENS! 
НЕВЕ, KITTY, KITTY. 


THIS GUY'S BATTY f 
THERE'S HOTHING 
WRONG WITH HIS 

ARM AT ALL I 


ІТ was THE M0ST UNUSUAL FRATERNITY INITIATION EVER SEEN ON THE CAMPUS, . . OR ON ANY OTHER 
GAMPUS, FOR THAT MATTERS THE THREE PLEOGEES WERE TAKEN OUT TO THE OLO PALMER HOME ON 


THAT INFAMOUS NIGHT FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, ANO INSTEAO OF THE PLACE BEING AMUSINGLY HAUNTEO, 
ІТ TURNEO INTO А--- 


IT WAS ON А NIGHT IN 1934 THAT THIS STRANGE TALE 
HAD ITS BEGINNING f TORA FIFTEEN YEARS LATER, 


THERE IS STILL NO EXPLANATION FOR WHAT HAP- HE'S GONE ABOUT HE GLAIMS THAT 
PENED AT THE PALMER PLACE PREPARING THIS HOUSE } ЕМЕМ IF IT WAS 
И” GET A LOAD OF LES WILTON 


IT WERE THE CLOSING DUMP BEFORE. 
OUT OF THO: ГЕ ` оон, THE BIG P ІТ КӨШЕН 





„.АМО AS THE LAST STEP IN YOUR 
HAZING, BOYS. . YOU'LL HAVE ТО 
PASS THE TEST OF COURAGE f 

A LONELY JOURNEY INTO THE 


OLD PALMER PLAGE. . WHICH 
LEGEND TELLS US 5 
HAUNTED 


WAVE THAT LANTERN AT US 
FROM THE FIRST AND SECOND 


LANDINGS, HENDERSON AND ZË 


WUST С YOUR HEELS IN THE 
ATTIC TILL 1 COME UP FOR YOU 

IF YOU'RE NOT ALREADY ВАТНЕО, 
IN COLO SWEAT, THAT 15” 


IS NOW, 
WAVING THAT, 
LANTERN 
AT THE FIRST 
FLOOR WINDOW 


EACH ONE OF YOU WILL FOLLOW 
THE INSTRUCTIONS T GAVE 
ОМ THE RIDE OUT HERE f IF 
| „ANYONE WANTS ТО DROP 
OUT МОМ. СЕТ HIM SPEAK UP 
OR SHUT HIS MOUTH FOR- 
EVER! EVERYONE 


STARTS#I WENT 
THROUGH THAT 


TRIP OVER? 


OUGHTTO ВЕ 5000 

FOR SOME LAUGHS 

BEFORE THE EVE- 
NING S OVER 


HERES YOUR LIGHT, HENDERSON, 
YOU MIGHT AS WELL START THE 
BALL ROLLING! AND REST AS- 


YOU'RE DRIVING THESE FRESHMEN 
PRETTY HARD, LES ` YOU 
MUST HAVE GIVEN THIS 
PLACE QUITE А BUILD: 

UP, BECAUSE THEY 

LOOKED SCARED ТО - 
DEATH f FROM THE 
LOOK IN HENDERSON'S 
EYE НЕТ KILL YOU 
ІН А MINUTE IF HE 

| HAD THE CHANCEL 


THERE HE IS AGAIN 
POOR KID MUST 

HAVE RAN ALL THE 
WAY UPTO THE 

SECOND FLOOR” AS 
IF THERE WAS A 

A GHOST BEHIND 'IM 





JUST A BOYISH PRANK, THAT'S ALLY 
THINKS HE'LL TURN THE TABLES AND SCARE 
US A BIT f PROBABLY SITTING UP THERE 


ІМ THE ATTIC, WAITING TO JUMP OUT AND 
I ME WHEN I COME UP TO 


YELL 800 A 


Е BOYS 
HEH, HEH? 


LOOR.. 
OOESN'T TAKE THAT 
LONG TO GET up TO 
THE ATTICS (4 


T DON'T KNOW HOW HE DID IT 

QUT WILTON'S GOT THESE FRESH- 
MEN SHAKING IN THEIR BOOTS f 
NO GUY WOULD NORMALLY TRE} 
BLE кыы 


SO WE'LL HAVE A LITTLE СНАМСЕ 
OF PLANS... TO MEET THE EMERGE! 
СҮ? INSTEAD OF LES WILTON 60- 
ING UP THERE.. WE'LL PICK THE 
SECOND PLEDGES! HEY. 
„д WATERS 


HOUSE... UNLESS HE THOUGHT 
№ THERE WAS DIRTY WORK AFOOT! 


M-ME? Y-YEAH.. 
(BE RIGHT THERE 7 


WHAT IN THE WORLD 2/2 YOU DO 
TO THAT HOUSE, WILTON? THESE 
BOYS НАМЕ A LOOK OF ABSOLUTE 
DREAD ON THEIR FACES f 
IT'S NOTHING 

JUST А COUPLA LOOSE 
STEPS AFEWCOBWEBS, 

SOME SQUEAKY DOOR 


THAT ATTIC WINDOW! 
1 OON'T LIKE THE LOOKS 
OF THIS 





RELIEVE HIM” 


HEH HEH? LOOK AT HIS FACE , WILL 

YOU! IMAGINE THAT, , A GROWN 

МАМ, SHAKING LIKE А TEEN-AGE 
GAL GOING PAST A GRAVEYARD! 


AW THEY PROBABLY TURNED 
RIGHT AROUND FROM THE SECOND 
FLOOR, AN WE'LL FIND ЕМ HIDING 
NEAR THE FRONT DOOR f I a 
GUYS HAVEN'T THE GUTS TO 

UP THERE THEN THEY'RE XI 
FIT ТО BE GAMMA DELTAS 


YOU. ,. ARLING. С'МОМ OVE! HE Ref! | 1-1 DON'T on (1.60 ALLRI СНТ. IV WE рр LAI 
YOU'RE NEXT, МАК. 60 O THAT "| 


ATTIC AND TELL THOSE PALS OF 

YOURS TO STOP THEIR MONKEY- 807 тв UPTHIS PLACE 
SHINES THIS IS A FRATERNITY JUST TO HAVE А 
INITATION... NOT А SCHOOLBOY COUPLA PUNKS SPOIL 


NOT LIKE WATERS AND HENDER- 
Т бо? FOOL ‘OUND! а BUT 4 


PRANK OUR FUN” JF THE 4 ‘SPOKEN LIKE A 
и THREE OF YOU ARE 3 REAL GAMMA 
PLANNING TO CIVI 
ME A 5САЛЕ. YOULL 
REGRETITS 


HEH, НЕН? LOOK АТ 
BET THE OTHER TWO’ 

А BIG SURPRISE FOR ARLIN RATSNOTHINGS WRONG UP 
THINKING IT'S THEIR BELOVED THERE... ARLING'S АТ THE FIRST 
LES WILTON ° FLOOR SAFE AND SOUND! FROM 

THE LOOK ON HIS FAGE HE MUST 
HAVE STUMBLED OVER THAT 
SKELETON T BORROWED FROM 
THING 2/0 GO THE LAB, TOO f 
WRONG UP 
THERE f 


FIVE MINUTES, Е 
WILTON. -AND „/ TAKE THAT LAST FLIGHT OF STEPS? 
NO SIGN OF T'LL SHOW ЕМ REAL FEAR. 
ARLING? ALL 
THREE OF 'EM. 

CONES 





GIMME THAT LIGHT, JENKINS MAYBE WE SHOULDN'T HAVE, 
IT'LL GO UP THERE MYSELF! FIRST] | LET WILTON PLAN THIS WHI 
ТО PROVE ТО ALL OF You THAT INITIATION BY HIMSELF f HE'S 
THERE'S NO DANGER UP THERE, LIABLE TO GO OVERBOARD ON 
AND SECOND, TO КСК THOSE GUYS| | THIS HAZING BUSINESS ..THE 
OUT OF THAT PLAGE... AND OUT BOYS IN THAT HOUSE MAY HAVE 
OF THE GAMMA DELTAS жеу HURT THEMSELVES’ sg 
5 | FOR ALL WE ч 

KNOW HE MIGHT + 

HAVE STUCK SOME Ë 

RATTLESNAKES | 

THE OLD DUMP! 


I TOLD YOU I DIDI IKE THiS WHOLE ЅЕТ- 
UP f THE WINDOW... IT'S BEEN SMASHED ” 


ЕХСПЕМЕМТ INTO 
THIS INITIATION... 
DO I LOOK ANY 
THE WORSE FOR 
WEAR? 


THE SECONDS 
TICKED BY 
IN THAT 


AND 
THE MINUTES: 
STRETCHED. 


a 
( NOTHING TO WORRY 
ABOUT HERE ON 


SOMETHING'S GOING ONIN 
THAT HOUSE THAT WE DON'T 


HAVE GIVEN HIM А GAD 
BEATING? 


T... X HOPE IT'S 
ONLY 7447-7 LET'S 
HURRY? 





WE'LL COMB THIS PLACE OR ANY OF 
THE OTHERS 
EITHER? 


AFINE-TOOTH come’ 
WE'LL GET THIS THING 
STRAIGHTENED OUT 14 
Шеге 1102, REST CI 


ҮШ 
noone ЧИШ Í r THs ıs PRosasLv 
ON THE | || | WILTON'S IDEA oF A 
SECOND - ЧОКЕ HAZING THE 
FLOOR WHOLE BUNCH OF US? 
EITHER! W WELL.. HERE 
AND SINGE GOES . 
NO ONE Т..ТНЕ DOOR IT OPENS 
EASILY? AS IF SOME- 
ONE ELSE OPENED IT 
BEFORE WFD 0107 


IT's WILTON И Н HE'S AGED FIFTY 
YEARS IN THE LAST FEW MINUTES 
H. HIS HAIR... IT'S TURNED WHITE 


5 GONE INSANE! 


LISTEN TO HIS MOANING ! 


WITHIN HALF - 
The POLICE 

CRACKED .. HE'S COMPLETELY 
HAD ARDIVED | 2#54% 7 AND THE OTHERS 
PLACE AND VANISHED? 
ATHROUGH 
SEARCH OF 
THE PREMISES 
REVEALEO 


THERE SHE GOES CONSIGNEOTO 
FLAMES BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER] 
АМО WITH IT. . THE LAST TRACE OF WHAT; 
HAPPENED TO ARLING, WATERS ANO 
HENDERSON? 


THE 
BUILOING 
А THE NEXT 


FIFTEEN YEARS AGO IT HAPPENED. AND 

МО EXPLANATION HAS #V## BEEN FOUND 
AFTER 
THE NIGHT 

LES WILTON SAW IN THE MOMENTS 
HORROR. | BEFORE HIS MIND CRUMBLED! 





. OUT OF THE GRAVE 


The Thing stirred slowly, the dirt 
against its mouth and body. lt pushed 
upward, clawing. Slowly the earth 
gave way, andclean fresh air შს“ 
down into the shallow grave . 


He got to his feet clun ms 
erect in the moonlig. 
trees all around him, he 
croaking of the bullfrogs by the | lake 
shore. The wind rustled his rottin 
garments. He lifted his head 
286799. не could not hem 
now. But down down in 
shallow aaen here ehe а, 


side him there was a 

him move, that stirred 

and arms, that let his 

see and his shredded ear 
Who was he? He d ga r 

E or dı ი ხი 
е {ас! 

that som таит 

was all he could 
He moved f 

walk He musi 

that brought h 

that made him 

a horrible figm 

night 


star 
still w: 


have been, there were only twin 


of flesh clung he а he: 
ened skull th g to 
show through. Where his eyes should 


black hollows. And his teeth gleamed 
white and hungry, because he had 
no lips. 

He lifted his head. This time he 
heard it. A scream! 


1 ps 
ld not scream ad he He 
all over, Marie. No sense 
опе can hear you in these 

18. 1 Th 215 why my Ше gabin 

ау. 1 -аһ- write 
ea of шү better jobs ” 
arching 

im will 

. Jim will 


he girl whimper 

to avoid the gas. 
а ыч ჩვ сн 
1 п inished 


Í you. 
to get 


me. That 
оша 
т апа 


so she could 

again. Her wrists and legs 
tied to a heavy log chair. The 
stood back and nodded. 


“With you out of the way, Mane, 
our inheritance will revert to me, 


m tied the gag 





your cousin. И will be very legal. I 
will wait seven years and have you 
declared legally dead. In the mean- 
time, 1 will enjoy the estate as its 
trustee. I will not hurry. 1 am not too 
greedy. No one will ever know l killed 
you!” 

The man went to а coal stove апа 
lifted out a pine branch smeared with 
Pitch, The branch was flaming, the 
ted tongues of fire casting a scarlet 
glow around the room. He went and 
touched the blazing branch to the 
tiny bed, to the rug on the floor and 
the curtains on the window. The room 
caught fire. It swirled up, hot and 
eager, eating the logs and the furni- 
ture. He had prepared well. Every- 
thing was drenched in kerosene. 


The man tossed the burning tree- 
limb on the floor. He backed out the 
door; stood there a minute, watching 
the fire leap and roar. 


“Two апа а half million dollars,” he 
said to the wide-eyed, almost fainting 
girl. “That's what I'm getting out of 
this. I buried your Jim a few miles 
back in the densest part of these 
woods. Maybe the fire I'm starting 


will burn him too... because the | 


woods will go up like paper!” 
The heat was awful. The man 
turned and гап. | / 


From the fringe of the trees, he ee 
the Thing coming at its stumbling, 
shambling gait, The Thing was look- 


ing at the burning cabin. It did not | 


see him. The man put his hands over 
his mouth, He was sick. He whim- 
регеа, “Jim...” 3 4 


$ . ` ж 3 + 


T. Thing went into the fire. He did 
not feel it licking at his clothes, at his 
Totting flesh. He was dead. He could 
not feel anything. 


Tere ВАДА სი ло orina, ‘redid 
not know the girl had fainted merci- 








tully just betore he came in the door. 
He did not remember who the girl 
was, Ail he knew was that a long 
time ago, ina different world, he had 
promised that no harm would come 
to herl 


He picked the girl up, chair and all. 
He turned and went toward the door. 
His clothes flamed. His hair was 
gone. Even the dried strips of flesh 
still clinging to his body were 
charred. Here and there a white bit 
of bane protruded. Where the fire had 
touched the bane, it was black and 
scorched. 


The man crouching in the under- 
brush screamed and screamed He 
screamed as the Thing put the girl 
down far away from the fire, He 
screamed as the Thing turned its 
fleshless face toward him. He 
screamed and tried to flee as the 
Thing shambled toward him. 


The Thing picked him up and held 
him clutched to the rotting chest. He 
went at his steady, remorseless pace, 
onward and onward, through the for- 
est, carrying the man who would 
have inherited two and a half million 
dollars. გ 


The 574 to fight, but the Thing 
was strong. Не held the man easily, 


He was still holding him when he 
came back to the grave. The Thing 
fell on top of the man, pinned him in 


the grave with his heavy weight. 


And the Thing began, with one rot- 
ting hand, to fill the grave with loos- 
ened dirt, burying them both. 


It did not take long to Hil the grave. 
Before long, there would be two dead 
men in it. It was nice to have com- 
pany down here where everything 
was cold and black. 


Fier са тий the %клашшту 
stopped... . 





BORIS PETAJA WAS SKILLED IN THE TRICKS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN MAGIC. HIS HANDS 
MOVED AND HIS VOICE CALLED ON THE SPIRITS TO AID НІМ, DEEP DOWN IN HIS BRAIN, ` 
SOMETHING STIRRED АМО WHISPERED, THAT HIS MAGIC WAS МОТ FAKED,. „ВОТ REAL? 
AND SROODING, BORIS PETA JA BECAME... Е 


FOOLS. IF THEY 
ONLY KNEW THAT WHAT 
THEY THINK 1S TRICKERY 
САМ BE DONE JUST AS 


WELL WITHOUT STASE lI 
4 5 = PRopsf ! f 

“ А | SAW A MAN IN I#0... AND 
As HE BOWED Е | q THEN PUT HIM TOGETHER 
ТО THE APPLAUSE | AGAIN.. „WITH NO FALSE 
OF A CHEERING Д г ВОТТОМЕО CABINET ТО 
AUDIENCE, THE / უწია | + HELP МЕ! 
MAGICIAN SMILED ДА 


SOLDLY то HIM- 
SELF.., 





TONIGHT 15 THE BIG EXPERIMENT? 5000 EVENING, SIR.) LOOK, MISTER. 
THE МАН I DRUGGED ON THAT T HURRIED AS PLEASE... LEMME 
MOUNTAIN ROAD 15 IN CHAINS... QUICKLY AS GO! I1DON'T WANT 
AWAITING THE TEST. THE POWER POSSIBLE’ NOW % TOBE FAMOUS КЕ) 
18 ON FULL, THE ELECTRIC SAW WE WILL BEGIN... ) YOU TOLD ME... [ 
HAS BEEN SHARPENED! DON'T WANNA GET 
3 SAWED IN HALFf 


ро YOU DOUET MY MAGICAL 
POWERS? I SAY YOU WILL NOT 
BE HURT MY POWER IS SUCH 
THAT EVEN AFTER Y0U HAVE 
BEEN SAWED IN HALF, YOU WILL 
BE ALIVE AND wELL f 

SLOWLY BORIS PETAJA SET ABOUT 
HIS WORK, THE LIGHTS DIMMED AS THE 
POWERFUL SAW WHIRRED AND BUZZED, 
WITH FURROWS OF CONCENTRATION 
HE MOVED THE SAW FORWARD... 

THE NEXT FEW MINUTES WILL 

TELL THE STORY OF MY GREAT- 

EST success’ 


FAR UP IR THE HILLS BEYONO METRO | 
POLIB CITY, A STORE-WALLEO МАК 
SIOR RESTLEO, ITS EYRIES SWARMED 
WITH BATS WITHIR ITS WALLS.FROM 
TIME TO TIME SGREANS OF AGORY 
HAD BEER HEARO 


‘Two WEEKS LATER.MILES AWAY ІК METROPOLIS 
CITY, REPORTER JIM GRARE АКО HIS PRETTY WIFE | | OUIET YOU ARER ‘T 4 SOOY JUST ABOUT HERE. JIM IT WAS. 
РАСК UP TO TRAVEL EAST WAR FRIGHTEREO, ARE 244 ЛДЕ 4 I. ИНА so 
I THIRK THIS IS THEY” BUT I WISH WE WERENT 4440 IVE DREAMED OF 

BREAK I'VE SEEN ORIVING I. IHAVEA ქ А THAT BOOY! JIM LM SCARED” A 
AFTER, HONEY. А TÛ STRANGE FEELIRG TS АН 
GOLUMR ALL MY THAT SOMETHIRG AWFUL > 

18 GOIRB ТО HAPPER TO 

ONE OF UST 





HOURS LATER, THEY WERE HIGH IR THE WOOOLAROS.THE SHOOTR 
PURR OF THE MOTOR 6 HIBHLIGHTE О BY THE WEIRO GRY OF A 
PROWLING GAT.. д 


T DONT KNOW. зит THS “4 
ЗЕОТ!ОМ OF THE MOUNTAINS 
15 50 REMOTE. 4 
MADMAN COULD LIVE HERE, 
AND NEVER EVEN ЗЕ SUS- 
PECTED? JIM- -LOOK 
007” 


А CRASH? SCREAMS! 
WHY, THAT SOUNDS AS IF 
SOMEONE MIGHT HAVE 
LANDED IN OUR LITTLE 
TRAP # СОМЕ, CZAR! 
СОМЕ, CAESAR! TO 

YOUR WORK? 


ANIGNT'S REST WILL МАКЕ NIMAS 
8000 AS NEW! LUCKILY, I HAVE 
PLENTY OF ROOMY 


YOU'VE HAD AN 
AGCIDENT, BUT 

МУ HOME 18 

NEARBY. COME, 

LET ME HELP RIGHT? 
ჯის UP 


KIND® WELL, PERHAPS. 
BEGAUSE Гм GOIHG TO LET ONE 
OF THEM SHARE MY GREATNESS: 
ONE OF THEM WILL BE SAWEO IN 
WALF AHO ТНЕН BE REJOINED,| 
THE WORLO WILL KNOW ANO 
RECOGNIZE MY GREATNESS? 





ТІМ GOING TO GIVE 
You A WRITEUP IN 
MY COLUMN, PETAJAf 


САН, JIM... THANK YOU? AND 
ТО PLEASE YOUR TASTE 
EVEN MORE, HERE IS SOME 
CHATEAU YQUEM SAUTERNE, 


THAT NIGHT BORIS PETAJA PLAYED THE GAY HOST, 

HIS QUIPS AND WITTIGISMS, THE EXCELLENT FOOD 

AND IMPORTED WINES THAT DECORATED HIS TABLE 

CONVINCED HIS GUESTS THAT HE WAS EVERYTHING 
HE SEEMED... 


Less THAN TEN | АН, THIS IS SPLENDID? 
MINUTES LATER... | TWO SLEEPING GUESTS, 
TWO HELPERS WAITING 
TO MAKE THE NAME OF 
BORIS PETAJA THE GREAT- 
EST OF ALL IM THE 
ANNALS OF MAGIGIANS? 


MY DEAR, Y0U 
SHOULD REST. 
YOUR HUSEANO 
15 ALREADY 
DOWNSTAIRS. 
YOU MUST SLEEP 
UNTIL THE 
EXPERIMENT 
15 OVER. 


HE WILL NOT ВЕ 
HURT, BECAUSE 1 
WILL PUT HIM 
TOGETHER AGAIN 
AFTER I HAVE 
SAWED HIM IN 


Аз НЕ CHATS ON, DORIS PETAJA'S NIMBLE FINGERS.. 
SKILLED WITH THE DEFT PRAGTIGE OF LONG YEARS 
OF MAGIGAL MYSTERY...DROP TINY POWDER- "ILLS 
INTO THE GLEAMING GLASSES... 


TLL KEEP YOU НЕВЕ UNTIL 
I GAN SAFELY TIE UP YOUR 

WIFE? THERE MUST BE NO 
FAILURE NOW f 


I'VE GOT TO GET 
то им. то 
SAVE НІМ? 


WATCH OUTS 
OHHHHE 


AND THEN, FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
ЖЫЮЕ CRANE SAW THE OVER-BRIGHT 
EYES, THE SLAGK LIPS, THE SHAK- 
106 HANDS OF А MAGIAN- HER 
ARS LISTENED, HORRIFIED 3 





SHE MUST МОТ 

REVEAL MY SECRETS 

UNTIL THEY ARE 

READY FOR ALL THE‘ 
WORLD ТО HEAR! 

EVEN IF SHE D/ES, 
NY SEGRET MUST 

BE SAFES 


ALMOST ниме WITH FEAR, ALICE 
GRANE FLEO INTO THE NIGHT... 


Pru GET НЕН... 
ву THROWING 


НА” НА” NOW SHE'LL 


NEVER BETRAY THE 
GREAT SEGRETS OF 
BORIS PETAJA 


To THE ROLL AND RUMBLE OF 
DISTANT THUNDER, TO THE SPLIT- 
TING OF THE DARK SKY BY BRIL- 
LIANT LIGHTNING, ALIGE КАН ON, 
BREATH SOBBING IN HER STRAINING 
LUNGS . 


1 MUSTN'T LET HIM... 

CATCH МЕ? ГУЕ GOT TO... 

WARN THE POLICE ...ОР 

WHAT HE INTENDS ТО 
bor 


WITH HER SAFELY OUT 
ОР THE WAY, I OAN 
CONTINUE MY GREAT 
EXPERIMENTS NOW МО 
ONE SHALL STOP ME. 

НО ONE САМ STOP МЕ! 





MY PARTNER IS STILL 

FASTENED TIGHTLY! AND НЕ 

15 RECOVERING FROM THE 

DRUG. GOOD! HE САМ LISTEN 

AND UNDERSTAND AS І EX- AGAIN f 

PLAIN MY THEORIES... სხვე, ა38 ათ 
DO THAT? THAT'S 
ALL А RICK 


ТАМ NOTA STAGE TRICKSTER 
LAM A MAGICIAN! I WILL 
REALLY SAW YOU IN 
HALF...THEN BY МА5Ю, 

You ТО 
COMPLETENESS! 


AS THE RAIN PELTED OOWNWARD,IT 
CRUMPLED FORM ОҒ ALICE CRANE WHERE SHE LAY 


HUDDLED ACROSS А CLH 


NOUSE HURRYING! JIMS. 
DEAD. . BY NOW! BUT 
MAYBE ICAN GET THE 

UT THAT 
MAD FIEND... BEHIND 
ARS! 


ROWING TREE 


AWAKE, ЕН? THER YOU'LL BE 

INTERESTED IN KNOWING THAT 
T INTEND ТО SAW YOU IN HALF, 
THEN PUT YOU BACK TOGETHE ñ 


DO í NOT KNOW THAT? THERE FS А BOTTOM- 
LESS BOX USED, WITH A PLATFORM WITH A 
DETACHABLE DOOR TO IT, SO THAT THE PERSON 
ТО RE SAWED IN HALF САМ DROP DOWN ТО SAFETY, 
LEAVING THE FEET AND HEAD EXPOSED! BUT, 
THAT 18...ТМЮКЕЯҮ? 


£ SOON NOW, THE WORLD 
WILL RECOGNIZE THE GREAT 
NESS OF PETAJA! SOON, THEY 
WILL BEHOLD THE MIRACLE 
OF A MAN SAWED tN HALI 
AND PUT BACK TOGETHER 
AGAIN! 


х, JUST AS IT WAS ABOUT TO DIG INTO HIS 3IDE... JIM 
CRANE FAINTED... 


TERRISLE NIGHTS 
LIGHTNING MIGHT EVEN! 
HIT ME..,PUT AN END 
ТО ME... JUST АЗ. 
POOR JIM! 2509; 


2 


REFRESHED AND STRENGTHENED BY THE RAIN SHE STAG- 
GERED DOWN THE CLIFFSIDE,AND ALONG À COUNTRY ROAD... 





THAT'S RIGHT? TKNOW IT'S A 
CRAZY STORY, BUT SHE'S 

ЗСАВЕО BAO! GETTER БЕТ. 

SOME STATE TROOPERS. 

HERE RIGHT AWAY? a 


(саз 

s z 
. Е 

Р? 3⁄2 2445 


ელ. 


\ 


ALIVE WIRE! T'LL REPORT IT, 
SOOM AS WE ВЕТ ТО THAT HOUSE 


SO8--S0B--JIMS 
DEAD KILLEO BY 
THAT MADMAR 


IF YOU CAR SHOW ) PERHAPS YOU'RE JOHH, I KNOW YOU 
USTHE HOUSE, q ALITTLE OVER- Ç DOR'T BELIEVE 
WE'LL IRVESTI- WROUGHT IFY0U |МЕ, BUT STOP 
ТЕ. ВОТ SOME SLEEP. /TALKIRG JUST 
COME WITH ME 


NÑ 





T'LL PROVE IT ТО 
your 

















JIM’ YOU'RE YOU'RE 


ЗАРЕ Г OH MERCIFUL 
HEAVER f 


POLICE? YOULL 
REVER TAKE 
МЕ ALIVE 





2) 


ГІ [ТҮТИ STOP HIM? HES У 
Вав GOING TO 4 


POWER FAILEO I THE 
ELECTRIC GURRERT FAILED 


THAT LIVE WIRE 
THAT WE SAW 
THAT WAS IT? SOME- 
800У MUST HAVE 
CUT IT WITH А 
SHARP IRSTRU- 


PETAJA HAGA KRACK OF CUTTIRE 
THIRGS IR HALF GIRLS ORTHE 
STAGE „МЕМ IR THIS CELLAR 
LIGHT COMPANY WIRES AHO 
NOW - HIMSELF! за 
НЕ LANDED 
GR А METAL FERCE. 
Т CUT Hit 
RIGHT INTWOF 





PERHAPS YOU HAVE NEVER HEARD THE LEGENDS ABOUT THE ОКЕРЕМОКЕЕ 
SWAMP. . .HOW MEN HAVE GDNE INTO THAT 40 MILE STRETCH OF 80GS,QUICK- 


SAND, WATER, AND DVERGROWTH AND NEVER САМЕ ПІЛІ НЕ pa DUT? HERE IS THE REAL 
STDRY BEHIND THESE LEGENDS! 


THE THING 
IN THE SWAMP! 


LOOK, SAMf THAT OLO % 
GUY ON THE BANK 15 
‘WAVING TOUS... 


SCIENTIFIC 
ISPENSTORY 





LET'S GO OVER ANO SEE WHAT HE'S 
RAVING ABOUTS НЕ LOOKS 
TERRIFIEO? 


NONSENSE, ЕН? GENTLEMEN! І WAAN YOU f THE 
LEGEND OF THE OKEFENOKEE 15 REALS 7 ANOWS 
YOU'LL NEVER СОМЕ OUT ALIVE...UNLESS YOU LET 


ME GUIDE Yous 





THE OLO MAN ГЕАОЗ THE ОТНЕМ TWO INTO HIS CRUOE HUT 7 
THEY SEAT THEMSELVES У HEWN СНАЈН е THEN 


THEY НАОА DREAM, THESE THREES THEY WERE GOING 
‘THE OLD ONE BEGINS ТО 


TO SOLVE THE PNOBLEM THAT HAO BAFFLED SCIENCE 
FOR CENTURIES ! THEY WERE GOING TO SOLVE THE 
ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, THNEE PEOPLE GAME TO | "EE 07 LIFE... 7 
THIS PART OF THE OKEFENOKEE ` THREE SCIENTISTS f ONE 

WAS MIOOLE-AGED,ONE WAS А YOUNG WOMAN, HIS DAUGHTER, UNDISTURBEO 8Y OUT- 
АМО THE THINO , À YOUNG WAN... THE GIRLS FIANCEE... >= SIDERS, MARIE f NO PUSLICITY-| 
У йолт | ! NO REPORTERS „НО PRYING 


бу ს 
ЭЛЕ а 


YES, MARIE? AFTER ALL, WE 50 YOU SEE, Ñ 


“Ано S0, PROFESSOR САНІ. WARD, MARIE WARO АМО NOBERT СОЗҮ 
WOULD RECEIVE A GREAT DEAL МАМЕ МЕ MUST | | SET TO WORK, BUILOING ALABORATOHY- HENE: HENE IN THE 
SEPARATE OUR- | | OKEFENOKEE 
NOW WE САМ UNPACK OUN EQUIPMENT) ALL 
CUN APPANATUS.. ANO BEGIN OUR WORK 7 
2 тр 
4 Ӯ) р 


75 же 


SELVES FROM 


„| | PERHAPS iF WE SHOCKED 
TISSUE . CONTAINS f WE HAVE Wf ayaka 2 


ANALYZED ІТ ANO WE KNOW EVERY TS “М Сао 13 1T, б ee 
LIVING PROCESS J WILL TRY EVERY- 
ПОМ Z ANO YET WHEN WE PLACE THEM Ë с BEG! 4 “ 
TOGETHEN- COMBINE THEM. THEY 00 4 დ pod тне. тн. 
NOT BEOIN то -TO . L/VE 7 THERE ІЗ. 


CONDITION OR 
ONE ELEMENT’ MISSINO . STIMULANT IS 


PERHAPS. ELECTRICITY, FATHER * 
МЕ ANOW WHAT PROTOPLASM LIVING 





Чы THE DAYS ANO WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED THEY TRIED WHAT DO YOU SEE, ROBERT ? JNO SHON OF LIFE, 
EVERYTHING ° а PROFESSOR ©, 
[тҥз TIME WELL TRY 004 MICR0-VOLTS 7 Y A 
> FIT DOESN'T WORK ELEGTRICITY АЗ 2 ` 
WE KNOW IT 15 NOT THE ANSWERS READY + = a 
ლ y 





ПМ A FIT OF RAGE, PRÓFESSOR WARD HAD FLUNG: 
THE BEAKER CONTAINING THEIR PRECIOUS 


LOWLY THE BEAKER SANK АМО THE MIXTURE SPREAO OVER THE 


SURFACE OF THE STILL WATER 
COMBINATIONS OF GHEMIGALS THROUGH THE 
WINDOW INTO THE STAGNANT, MURKY WATERS: 


OF THE SWAMP 


“Амо THEN IT AAA ERED THERE, IN THE DANK, DARK 
WATERS OF THE SWAMP IN THE HEAT АКО THE STENCH 
AND THE DAMPNESS. IT HAPPENED UNKNOWN. UNEX- 
PLAINED: THE CONDITION THAT ГА У HAD TRIEDFOR 
FIVE LONG MONTHS ТО CREATE. = ABOUT. 


E | "Ат FIRST, IT REMAINED SMALL, FEED- 


INS ON MICROSCOPIC ORGANISMS” BUT 
THEN, A3 IT GREW.. LARGER AND LARG- 
EÑ... IT ЗЕЕКЕО LARGER ЕО00., SMALL 
oH INSECTS! ІТ ENVELOPED THEW. 

AMOEBA DOES... SEGRETING 
DESTE JUIGES THAT DISSOLVE THE 
‘VICTIMS INTO A FORM MORE EASILY 
ASSORSED.. 





YOU ЗЕЕ, МАВИЕ HE'S TURNEO |) MIR, Ў? MY PLAGE (8 j 
OUT TO BE A SNIVELIHG СОЧАВО GO) HERE, ROBERT. | 
ON. COLBY GET OUT” А TRUE 


OLBY TURNEO AND LEFT! HE CROSSED THE RIGKETY WALK | |"WHAT HE SAW MACE HIS BLOOD FREEZE. HIS HAIR STAND 
FROM THE HOUSE OVER THE SWAMP TO THE BANK‘ SUDDEN-] | ON ENO‘THE LABORATORY WAS COLLAPSING INTO A MASS 
LY НЕ HEARO A TERRIFIED SORE АМ. ОҒ QUIVERING WRITHIRG LIVING МАТТЕН.. 





PROFESSOR WARD AND MARIE BOTH SORE ჩათი HYSTER- | V...#8 AFINAL MUFFLED CAY ЕСНОЕО THROUSH THE SR.ENT 
WALLY, WERE BEING SUCKED INTO THAT HUGE BLOB OF SWANP AND THE CLAWING, CLUTCHING HAND OF PROFESSOR 
LIVING МАТ TER’ HELPLESS TODO ANYTHING, СОСТ УГ Mass” 

TERRIFIED WATCHING Т ALI 


YOU SEE GENTLEMEN, THAT 15 WHAT 
Ж YOU IN THE DEEP рк DEPTHS 
INOKEE f THE 









THE TWO МЕН PUSH THEIR ҒІ.АТВОТТОМ GOAT OUT INTO THE STREAM THEIN 
ТЕК ORF TING ACROSS TNE аад SILENT WATER * SLOWLY, THEY 
МАКЕ THEIR WAY UPSTREAM! SUDDENLY. 
COLBY? НЕ SAID NIS ШЕТ? WAS GOLBP? 
THAT WAS THE НАМЕ DF THE YOUNG SGENTIST 
THAT ESCAPED. THE Ше SAM LOOK, 


WELL, DEAR ии 00 თუ 
UKE THIS STORY ? DIO YOU LI 
THE თოი STORIES IN Тиз book? 








